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the death of the governor of Toledo the troops, during
the chaos, offered him the post of governor which he
accepted and created for himself a dynasty and a king-
dom in Toledo. This happened in the middle of the
eleventh century (427 A.H.) but two years after he
died and was succeeded by his son Al-Mamun Yahiya.
Being a resolute and ambitious prince he extended the
frontiers of his kingdom to the east and south, wren-
ched Valencia from its governor who belonged to Banu
Amir. Civil war was then raging in all parts of An-r
dalusia, carrying to its beautiful valleys ruin and woe.
Those chiefs who divided among themselves the heri-
tage of Omayyad Caliphate were malignantly watching
one another and everyone of them was trying to extend
his territory at the expense of the other. Cordova,
Seville and Toledo were involved in this grave combat
which threatened Islam in Spain. Cordova was in the
hands of Banu Jihwar and Seville in those of Banu
Abbad, the strongest of the Petty Kings. The policy of
Al-Mutadid-Billah al-Abbadi was, in fact, the cause of
this civil war. He aspired after the conquest of the
surrounding cities and provinces and the possession of
all the patrimony of the Omayyad Caliphate. Ibn
Jihwar on the other hand was trying to extend his
frontiers, while Ibn Dhil-Nun was turning his atten-
tion to the eastern parts where, as already stated, he
occupied Valencia, and on the other hand wished to
wrench Cordova from the hands of Ibn Jihwar.
Al-Mutadid-Billah was trying to provoke civil war
between the small Emirs ; on the one hand he incited
some and on the other went to help the vanquished and
watched the course of events awaiting favourable
opportunities.
Ibn Dhil-Nun assisted the governors of the cities
and forts of Cordova which Ibn Jihwar was trying to
bring under his rule. The frontiers of Cordova and
Toledo touched on many points, and Ibn Jihwar often
invaded the territory of Ibn Dhil-Nun and ravaged it.